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Introduction
In today’s world the chemist profession is a serious business.

Before the war it was easy. You went to a fancy university, graduated

and then, I don’t know, measured sugar levels in potatoes. Now it ain’t

so easy anymore. “Chemist” is mainly just a label now, for he or she must also be a biologist,

immunologist, biotechnologist, geneticist and shit knows what else. Probably a gardener. There are

no schools, no professors, no colourful books with pictures or pretty, shiny laboratories. There are even

no OHS rules anymore! That’s why you need to take shit into your own hands (sometimes literally) and

gain knowledge on your own, by any means. And when you finally gain it, the world is going to be at

your feet. Every schmuck can get around making moonshine, but a chemist is supposed to take that

moonshine and turn it into a glow-in-the-dark, cherry-flavoured rocket fuel.

That’s the difference. 

CHOMP

Powders:
         Red:

Haemoglobin. I bet everyone heard that word here or there, but you all probably thought it’s some

kind of booze. Wrong. Haemoglobin is a red protein that is essential in transporting oxygen in our bodies.

Afterall it’s no coincidence that blood is red, you see? Hemoglobin consists of four subunits, and their

most important part is heme – a cofactor consisting of a ferrous [ Fe 2+ ] ion in its active centre.

“Ferrous” means that it’s an ion of iron. That’s why you should eat some red meat iron-rich plants.

Chewing nails is going to do jack shit, I’m afraid. Hemoglobin can be extracted

from human and animal blood, the human one, however, is much

better. Afterall it’s better pump up your veins something that also

used to wear trousers at some point, right?

   White:

White powder are crystallized immunoglobulins. Those of you 

who remember the Season of Arrivals 2109 might recall

a mass blood collection campaign during Bohema’s

performance. It was due to white powder deficiency,

which, similarly to haemoglobin, is extracted from blood

through distillation and crystallization. I assume that most

of you are breaking your tongues trying to pronounce

“immunoglobulin”. Luckily for you, the name is unimportant,

although it’s good to know it, just to not come off as a fool. 
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A chemist is a serious profession and not

just some wrench waving or shaking goat

balls on a stick. Immunoglobulins are also

known as antibodies and are THE thing that

will prevent you from spitting out your guts when

you catch some cosmic bug while digging in garbage

and eating dead rats. Antibodies consist of two heavy

chains and two highly variable light chains.

Light chains are what makes immunoglobulins

so damn effective at warding off infections.

Their high variety comes from a mechanism

called alternative slicing. You don’t need to know

exactly what that is, but if someone is

curious nonetheless, they can find me and learn.

1000K$ per hour.

     

     Green:

This powder is a mixture of different substances, floral and fungal in origin. Most of them are toxic,

however in small doses prove to have healing properties. The powder is green not because plants

are green, but because it is dyed that way for easier distinction from animal toxins, which are dyed black.

One of the most important plants used in the production of green powder are datura and foxglove.

These little fuckers survived the war almost untouched, which gives us quite the opportunity to gather

resources. Thanks to the chemicals possessed from these

plants, we can help with cardiac issues (the physical ones,

if you’re having trouble with a girl or boy, go whine

about it to a shaman or a bartender) and lungs.

Of course, if you overdose you can kiss both

your heart and lungs goodbye. Other fungal and

floral substances have a variety of uses:

antibacterial, antiseptic, sedative and stimulative,

for better pissing or a looser turd, or just simply

hallucinogenic. Acquiring the substances is

relatively easy, you usually just grind the plant or

fungi using a mortar and pestle, wash it with alcohol

and leave to dry.



     Black:

As I mentioned before, black powder is a mixture of animal poisons

and toxins, which (just like their plant counterparts) in specific doses

may save us from a variety of shitty situations, in which all of us have

been once or twice. Before the war we had frogs, toads, snakes,

scorpions, wasps, spiders and a shitload of other nasty little mofos.

You could take your pick of slime, saliva, shit or urine as much as

you could carry, and the little fuckers were never gone. Now we face

a slightly different situation. We were left with very little to choose from,

and what we can choose from is often larger than a cow, or at least a

large dog and won’t go down without a fight. In today’s world the main source of animal toxins are

radscorpions, desert snakes and some varieties of venomous molerats. You usually extract their stings,

teeth along with venom sacks or gather some saliva. Nasty work, but noble. Okay, not noble at all, you

stink like a pig farm and you could even die. Like, for real! However the benefits

are worth the risk. The effects and dosage of the toxins would be wise to

consult with a doctor. Especially if someone dies, you can always blame

the white coat know-it-all.

       Blue:

This powder is a mixture of metallic salts, mostly aluminium [Al], magnesium [Mg] and copper [Cu].

The last one is responsible for the blue colour. There are, of course, more complex compounds, but

their composition is a rather pricey secret. To some of you it may come to a slight shock, but metals

are quite common and essential in our bodies. At the very least they are cofactors in active centres

of enzymes. That’s mainly what the blue powder does – it’s a mix used to speed up the catalytic

properties of enzymes, which is especially important in any kind of

regeneration, DNA included. DNA is sort of a long snot residing in the

nuclei of your cells and it is only THE MOST IMPORTANT compound

in your dirty little bodies. So you better take good care of it. If you get

irradiated in some stinky, glowing basement, then it’s not really your guts

melting or muscles turning into jello. It’s your DNA being destroyed – the

instructions for your cells of what to do to keep on living. Metallic salts

and a couple of other catalysers allow a relatively effective DNA repair

when it gets damaged. Thanks to this at the very least you’ll dodge some

nasty side effects of radiation sickness. Acquiring blue powder is a long

and technologically expensive process, so don’t be

surprised if you have to pay some sick amounts of money for it.



          Yellow:

This is something that you will most likely use rather seldom in

your career. Nonetheless, it’s better to know what you’re up against.

Yellow powder is mostly (but not only) made of monocristalline

silicon [mono-Si], which is a basic material used in the production

of silicon microchips, which in turn are practically in every piece

of modern and pre-war electronics. Techs and chemists extract

this powder from electronic scrap and old circuit boards. Cyborgs

that are advanced enough snort this powder like a line of snow,

because there are systems in their guts that repurpose and redistribute

it, either for repairs or boosting other systems.

Brown:

I have no idea what I can elaborate on.

It’s just gunpowder. Sulfur, coal, saltpetre,

nothing interesting whatsoever. It used to

be black, and now it’s brown, because,

er, dirt? I couldn’t care less, if it shoots

it shoots.

Summary
Well, now that you know everything, time

to hit the Wastelands and earn cold

hard cash. Or die in the desert,

that works for some too.
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